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had impeached the Whig leaders, Portland, Somers, Halifax, andOrforcl, and had committed the Kentish petitioners to prison,  no longer representing  the feeling of the country, was dissolved by the King in November, and was replaced by one in which the Whigs  were   in  a  majority.      The   general election of November-December 1701 was fought on the issue of confidence or no confidence not in a Ministry responsible to the country, but in  the Kino-, who was his own Prime Minister, and the country gave him the answer he desired.    When the   sixth   and  last   Parliament  of   William   in. assembled   (soth   December    1701),   liarley   was again chosen Speaker, but only by fourteen votes, over Sir Thomas  Littleton, the candidate of the Court, and William opened the new session by a speech which became a political testament.     Not only did he formulate a foreign policy by which England was to take  her part  as  a continental power, but also, under, it  is said, the advice of Somers, he recommended domestic divisions which affected parties for many years  after  his death. " Let there be no other distinction heard of among us for the future but of those who are for the Protestant religion and the present Establishment, and of those who  mean a Popish prince and a French Government."    This was at the moment an effective war-cry, for it rallied to the Government that great mass of non-party men who would